
Why Redemption? 

The Bible is an amazing book that was written over a period of 
1500 years, by 40 different authors that tells one incredible 
story…the story of Redemption.  

Webster’s Dictionary defines Redemption as the “act of saving 
people from sin and evil.” This is what God has done for us. 
He has saved us or redeemed us by paying a price for a debt 
that we could never pay. This is the story of the entire Bible, 
God rescuing His people…Redemption!  

I am excited about the next couple weeks as we have the 
opportunity to sit under the teaching of our Global Missions 
Pastor, David Harrop. David will be lead us in a look at 
Redemption throughout the Bible and how God uses us in this 
story of Redemption. I know these next couple of weeks we 
will be confronted with truth and challenged to better 
understand our role in the Great Commission that God has 
called us to.  

– Pastor Matt 



REDEMPTION - DAY 1 

Read Exodus 6:1-13 

In Exodus 6:6, God tells Israel: “I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the 
yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you 
with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.” Moses was a messenger 
with great news. God was promising to free His people, yet hopelessness kept them 
from accepting that promise. The Bible says, “…they refused to listen anymore. They 

had become too discouraged by the brutality of their slavery” (Exodus 6:9).  
Don’t we do the same when Jesus tries to speak to us today? We get so caught up in 
what is happening around us, we find it hard to believe there is any other way to live. 

Moses’ mission to free Israel is a perfect parallel to Jesus’ mission to free us. God sent 
His Son to free us from sin and give us eternal life. But like Israel, we can be so 

blinded by our circumstance that we refuse to listen when the Lord speaks (Exodus 
6:8). We don’t believe Jesus’ offer when we hear it because it sounds too good to be 
true. Or maybe we don’t hear it at all because we’re too busy trying to stay afloat to 
be distracted by something as daunting as a brand new life (2 Corinthians 5:17). But 

God keeps pursuing us the same way He kept pursuing Moses and His people in 
Egypt. 

Even after we first believe, God keeps setting us free — removing our old feelings, 
our old ways of doing things and replacing them with better ones (Ephesians 4:22-24). 
And over time, as we lean in and listen, we begin to find God working through us, like 

He did with Moses, to help set others free! 

1. Do you relate more to Moses or Israel in this story? Why? 

2. What, if anything, stops you from hearing from God? 

3. What, if anything, do you want to be free of today? 

REDEMPTION - DAY 2 

 
Read Galatians 4:4-5 

I remember when I was in high school a friend of mine and I went to a high school 
basketball tournament to watch our high school play. The tournament was about 30 
minutes from where we lived and the game ended really late. It was around 11:30 

when the game ended and as we were walking to his car we were in for a real 
surprise. We got where hi scar was parked and it was not there! He accidentally 

parked his car in a spot he wasn’t supposed to and it was towed. Fortunately, there 
was a sign that had a number of the tow truck place we could call and get directions 

to where we were going. So here we were, two high school kids 30 minutes from 
home walking a mile down the road at Midnight to a tow truck company. Geez! 

When we arrived at the towing company, we were informed it would cost $75 to get 
his car back. The problem was, we had $23 between us. The guys at the company 
asked if we could call our parents and have them bring the money. This was not an 

option. Our parents would have been so mad to have to get up at midnight, drive 30 
minutes, and then pay $52 to get the car. Neither one of us wanted to be grounded 

for the next month, so we said no and just sat there. Finally, after about 30 minutes of 
just sitting there, he finally gave in and took our $23 and gave us the car back. Talk 
about relief!! What the owner of the company did was forgive us of a debt we could 

not repay. He showed us grace when we didn’t deserve it.  

On a much greater scale, this is what God did for us. We had a debt we could not 
repay and He chose to show us grace when we did not deserve it. When God created 
the Heavens and the Earth, He had a plan. This was a plan of redemption. A plan to 
redeem or buy back His people from the stranglehold of sin. God was not caught off 
guard when Adam and Eve sinned. Sending Jesus into the world wasn’t His plan B, it 
was always plan A. This is what Paul says in Galatians 4:4-5. God sent His Son, Jesus, 
to redeem us. He paid a price we could not pay on the cross. Not only that, look at 
the last part of verse 5. He also adopted us as His children. Do you know what that 

means? We now have all the rights as a son or daughter of God. We are His heirs! We 
now have full access to God as His children. What a great blessing! 

1. Has anyone ever forgiven you for something you did that you knew you could 
never fix? How did that make you feel? 

2. Stop and think for a minute about what it means to be adopted by God. How 
does that change the way you see God? 



REDEMPTION - DAY 3 

Read Luke 15:11-32 

The parable of the Prodigal Son has something for each of us. Some of us are the 
prodigals: we’ve wandered far from home, far from our father, and far from our true 

calling. The here and now got the better of us and we recklessly pursued the 
pleasures of this world. But when the emptiness of it all sinks in, we’ve found 

ourselves completely alone at the end of a dead-end street. Without options, we 
swallow our pride and prepare our hearts to go back to our father’s house. 

Others of us are the older sibling: the one who stayed with the father and worked 
hard while his younger brother squandered his money away. We are the ones with a 
sense of duty and obligation, the responsible ones who obey the rules and get the 
job done. When the partier comes home to a warm welcome from our father, we 

struggle to rejoice. We become bitter and resentful, not only towards our brother but 
even our father. Shouldn’t our little brother be punished for his betrayal? Why does he 
get special treatment after he walked away? You see, we know our father’s rules, but 

we don’t understand his heart. 

There may be times in our lives where we’re like the prodigal and other times our 
attitude is more like the older brother’s, but the truth is, we’re called to be like the 
father. This isn’t just a story of a boy who wanted to experience the wealth of this 

world or a brother with the heart of a Pharisee. It’s the parable of the compassionate 
father. He loved his sons and showed them grace and forgiveness in different ways. 

He embraced and celebrated the prodigal who felt so unworthy. But even in the midst 
of the celebration, he left the party to affirm and encourage his eldest son, while 

gently correcting his attitude. 

Our  heavenly Father’s love for us is beyond measure. When we are far from home, he 
eagerly awaits and yearns for our return. And while we are still far from his doorstep, 
he rushes to meet us and walk with us the rest of the way. In the same way, he has 
such compassion and understanding for those who have trouble welcoming the 

prodigals. And he will walk us into the party too. We are his family and our Father 
loves all of his children. 

1. Of the three characters in the parable, who do you relate to best? 

REDEMPTION - DAY 4 

Read Matthew 26:30-35, 69-75  
John 21:15-19 

When you read through the Gospels, you can tell Peter was such an eager disciple of 
Jesus. He was so quick to be in the middle of everything and speak his mind, for 

better or for worse. He was the one to walk on water with Jesus before sinking, and 
the one who refused Jesus washing his feet to then change his mind asking Jesus to 
wash all of him. He was all over the place, put you can tell he loved Jesus. Imagine 
the shock to Peter’s ears when Jesus tells him in Matthew 26:34 that he will deny 

knowing and following Jesus. Peter was so certain that he would be the disciple to 
remain standing with Jesus when all of the others couldn’t handle what was about to 
go down. After this conversation we see Jesus praying in Gethsemane, betrayed by 

Judas and then arrested and taken to the High Priest to stand before council.  
We read that Peter followed Jesus there and was waiting outside in the courtyard, and 

then it happens. Just as Jesus said, fearful Peter denied knowing him three times.  
As soon as the rooster crowed, Peter remembered and wept and wept.  

How do you come back from something like this? Anyone would  say you’ve blown it 
as a follower of Christ, especially since you’re one of the few that was actually able to 

know Jesus while he was on earth.  

Praise God that is not the end of this story. Look at John 21:15-19. Fast forward to a 
few weeks after Peter’s denial. We see Peter pulled aside by the resurrected Jesus, 
being asked if he loves Jesus. Three times. To which Peter responds, “Yes, Lord.” 

Three times. Redemption. But God is so good, it does not stop there.  
In those three questions, Jesus commissions Peter to “Feed my sheep”. The same 

guy that told the crowd in the courtyard he did not know the man he called his Savior, 
has been called by his Savior to raise up the church. REDEMPTION.  

Your redemption story is not only the moment you start following Jesus Christ. Your 
redemption story is also the imperfect way we stumble through our journey with 

Christ day after day. There are seasons we are in sync with Jesus and others times 
we’re completely screwing up and missing the point.  

Our lives are continually being redeemed and restored because He gets the glory 
from it. He is most glorified in our deepest need of His grace and forgiveness.  

He uses messy and broken people to carry out his Gospel message, because the 
hope and power of his ultimate redemption is undeniable.  



REDEMPTION - DAY 5 

Read Acts 9:1-22 

The Apostle Paul is the ultimate redemption story. If you were rating people on a 
scale from 1 to 10 with 1 being good and 10 being bad, Paul would be a 20! He was 

the worst of the worst when it came to being an enemy of the Christian faith. Paul was 
ruthless in his persecution of followers of Jesus. We are first introduced to him in Acts 
8 when we see Paul as the one who stands and approves us Stephen’s execution. A 
few verses later in the same chapter we see that Paul was “ravaging the church, and 

entering house after house he dragged off men and women and threw them in 
prison.” (Acts 8:3) 

As bad as Paul was, God had a greater plan for his life. God was going to use Paul to 
proclaim his glory in fascinating ways. In Acts 9:1-22 we read the story of Paul’s 

Conversion on the road to Damascus. I love v.20 as it says “immediately he 
proclaimed Jesus in the Synagogues saying, "He is the Son of God.” Paul wasted no 

time in proclaiming Jesus. Paul was known for his boldness and courage as he 
traveled around and spread the name of Jesus to roughly 50 cities. Paul was beaten, 

chained, thrown in prison, and eventually martyred, but he remained faithful and bold 
until his death. Paul was also responsible for writing 13 books in the New Testament.  
Paul’s story is one that gives us hope. Hope that regardless of how bad we think we 
are, we are never too far away that God cannot rescue us. God’s desire for us all is 
that we would be redeemed (Romans 10:13) and become faithful followers of Him. 
Has God redeemed you? If so, never forget what that means. He bought you with a 

price, the price of His Son Jesus on the cross. If you have not been redeemed, what is 
holding you back? We are all sinners in need of a Savior and Jesus is the savior we all 
need. He desires that you would be redeemed and is ready to save you and forgive 
you of your sins. If that’s you and you want to be saved, go to God and ask Him for 
forgiveness and to save you from your sins. If you need help, here is a simple prayer 

to pray: 
Dear God, I know I have sinned and that my sin separates me from You. I am sorry for 

my sin. I believe Jesus died on the cross for me so that my sin can be forgiven. I 
believe Jesus rose from the dead and is alive today. God, I repent of my sins and ask 
that you would please forgive me. I ask Jesus to come into my life and be my Lord 

and Savior. I promise to obey you, to follow you, and to honor you with my life for all 
of my days. Amen. 

If you prayed that prayer, I encourage you to go tell your parents. I also encourage 
you to tell us here at FUSE. We would love to share this joy with you and walk beside 

you in your new faith! 

REDEMPTION - DAY 6 

What has God been teaching you this week about His ultimate 
plan for Redemption? 



GRACE DAY 

Sometimes things happen during our week that prevent us 
from spending time with God the way we want to. There is 

absolutely grace for those moments, so take today to catch up 
on a missed reading, time for prayer, or resting in His grace. 

MISSION - DAY 1 

Read John 17:18-20 

Did you know that Jesus prayed for you while he was on earth? It’s a little crazy to 
realize that in some of his last hours here, he was thinking of you. Not only praying for 

you to come to know him personally, but also praying for the mission that he has 
called you to.  

In John 17, what is called the High Priestly prayer, Jesus spent a lot of time 
interceding for his followers for when he would no longer be with them physically. 

Jesus prayed over the unity of the disciples and the church, that they would be 
protected from the Evil One and that God would continue to make them Holy through 

his truth. Take a look at verse 18: Jesus was praying for his followers that would 
continue the Gospel message once he left. Just as God sent Jesus into this world for 

redemption of all people, Jesus was sending his disciples forward to proclaim that 
same story of redemption.  

In verse 20, Jesus says, “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who 
will ever believe in me through their message.” That’s us! We are a part of “all who 

will ever believe”! We know the truth of the Gospel and the story of redemption 
because somebody shared it with us, and they know it because someone shared it 

with them, and that wave goes on and on all the way back to Jesus’ followers 
throughout his ministry on earth. 

Now it’s our turn. We are now the ones who are being sent out as Jesus was sent out 
from heaven.  We have lived the redemption through the Gospel, now we go and 
give it to other people, so that they can give it to other people, and then those 

people can give it to other people. God wants us to move and be willing to share, 
and when we’re obedient, his story of redemption can’t help but spread like wildfire! 

1. Who are the people in your life that shared Christ with you? 

2. Who is someone in your life that you could share this incredible message with? 



MISSION - DAY 2 

Read Acts 11:19-21 
 

Have you ever had a hard time with relating to people that are great at something?  
I love to play basketball and enjoy it, but I would have a hard time relating to LeBron 
James. I think many times we read these stories in the Bible about great heroes of the 
faith and we just have a hard time relating to them. We question if we could ever live 
the kind of bold life that Paul did or have a great trust in God like David. This is why I 

love these verses in Acts 11. 

To set up the story, you need to understand what has been going on. In Acts 7, we 
see the stoning of Stephen and immediately after that in chapter 8, we see a great 
persecution among followers of Jesus. Acts 8:1 says, “and there arose on that day a 

great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” These followers 
of Jesus found themselves having to leave their home due to persecution. Imagine 
how hard of a time this was in their life. In verse 20, we are introduced to some men 
from Cyprus and Cyrene. We don’t know their names, these are just ordinary men. 

They are just people like you and me, but God uses them to do a great work.  
Verse 21 says that the Lord was with them and that many believed in the Lord that day 

because these men were faithful to share the good news. 

This is what is so cool about this story: This was one of the first times we see active 
mission work outside of Jerusalem. Remember, Jesus promised in Acts 1:8 that his 

word would spread to the end of the Earth and here we have evidence of that. 
Because of what God did through these men in Antioch, we see Antioch become an 

important place for the future spread of the Gospel. It was in Antioch that followers of 
Jesus were first called Christians. Antioch was also the city that would send out Paul 
on all of his missionary journeys. The faithfulness of a few ordinary men, created this 

great environment where missions flourished. 

So, what about you? Chances are you are just an ordinary person as well.  
You don’t feel like you could ever do some of these great things that these heroes in 

the Bible accomplished. I believe you can! I believe we all can! The Holy Spirit of God 
desires to work in and through all of us to accomplish great things in this world. Will 

you allow Him to do that in you? 

MISSION - DAY 3 

Read Matthew 15:29-29 

Let's be real, this is a story that you have heard probably hundreds of times. “Jesus 
feeds the 5,000” is a story that helps us to understand the grace and mercy of God, 
his kindness to us, and his miraculous power. But just as we placed ourselves in the 

story of the Centurion, let's place ourselves in this story. The crowd isn’t where we fit 
in, those are the people who God is chasing after, the non-believers in our lives. We fit 

in as the disciples, the followers of Jesus who, in this story, doubt Jesus; but He still 
uses them to reach the crowd. 

The disciples ask questions that we often ask when God calls us into his redemptive 
story. He tells them his heart in V.32, and there response is to say “Where are we 
going to get enough bread!” Lets just stop here and ask ourselves a question:  

What are things in your life that God is calling you to do, and you respond with “BUT 
HOW?” 

I think it's important to ask that question before we dive further. The disciples are 
worried about how it's going to happen. We are bogged down with the human issue 

of logic. We ask Jesus “How are you going to do this, its so many people and we 
have so little!” We forget that God isn't bound by what we see, he isn't bound by 

human power. He equips us with exactly what we need, and we see that in this story. 
Jesus then takes the small amount of bread and fish that he has and calls over the 
disciples. Im sure they are thinking “well, at least he’s going to feed us!” But Jesus 

starts to hand out the food to the disciples, and he just never runs out!  

Jesus wants to work this same way in your life. He wants to be the provider of things 
that you could never even think of. As it says in Ephesians 3:20-21, “Now to him who 
is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 

that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen” God is just waiting for you to 

come and ask him! 

1. What is holding you back from the things God is calling you to do? 

2. What does it look like in your life to approach Jesus and ask for the provision to 
do what he has called you to do? 



MISSION - DAY 4 

Read Matthew 4:18-22 
 

Have you ever felt like God is calling you to something? Maybe it's a feeling you get 
when someone mentions a country, or a person, or a place; this feeling that calls you 

to wonder what it is about that thing that draws you towards it. I know this feeling. For 
me, it was a call on my heart to serve with FUSE. I couldn't place it, but every time 

someone brought up this ministry, I felt drawn. No, I didn't hear God's voice tell me 
“PJ, FUSE is where I am sending you, where you are called”, but I could feel it. And I 
tried to run from it. I told myself that it wasn't really God pushing me towards it, that I 

wasn't qualified enough, that I wasn't good enough to be used by God.  

I have to think that this is what Peter, Andrew, James and John were thinking too. 
Jesus, this man they had never met, came to them while they were on the job. They 
were fishermen, all in the Sea of Galilee, just having set their nets out into the lake. It 
was a Monday morning for them, a routine they had done hundreds of times before, 
but this day was different. Jesus called to them, “Come, follow me.” What was their 
reaction? “AT ONCE they left their nets and follows him.” There was no thinking, no 
running, no doubting. This man, Jesus, told them to come, and they knew his voice.  

I think there is a lot we can learn from this encounter, but above all else I think we 
learn that God doesn't care about our qualifications. As Jeremiah 29:11 says “ For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Just as Jesus looked at those 4 
fishermen and knew that one day they would become pillars of our faith, he looks at 
you and says “Come, follow me.” He knows your potential, he know His plan, and he 

wants YOU to walk with him in seeing that plan fulfilled. 

1. What is something you feel called to do? 

2. What are the excuses you use to push that calling aside? 

3. What is one step you can take this week to put down your net and follow Jesus? 

MISSION - DAY 5 

Read Matthew 8:5-13 

This story is one of my favorite stories in the ministry of Jesus, and it is so often 
passed over in teaching. Here, Jesus has just finished up the Sermon on the Mount; 
some of the most famous scripture in the whole bible. After this event, we see a two 
stories of healing, the first a man with leprosy, and this second story of the healing of 
the Centurion’s servant. This is not a story of healing, but of faith. The reason I love 
this story so much is because of how Jesus reacts to the Centurion. In this time, the 
Jewish people lived under the rule of Rome, and the Romans thought of themselves 
much higher than the Jewish people, but the Jewish people knew they were God's 

chosen people, so they thought of themselves high, especially in regards to religion. 
So this is a story of both barriers being broken. Jesus was approached by the 

Centurion and he asks him to heal his servant. We see through this the faith that the 
Centurion had in Jesus, and Jesus himself recognizes this, pointing out to the 

disciples that He has not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. This would have 
been a real blow to the disciples, who were essentially being called out here! 

When I think of this story now, I wish I could put myself in the role of the Centurion. 
His great faith amazed Jesus and was an example to all. But when I really think about 

myself, I’m the disciples in this story. How often do we walk into church, or small 
group, or our schools and think of ourselves as better than everyone else. We know 
the true King, our savior, and this can sometimes give us a sense of superiority. We 

think to ourselves, what can anyone else offer us? And often time, just like the 
disciples, we get taken down a few pegs when we see the faith of someone else, 

someone who we didn't even know knew Jesus.  

Our lives are wrapped around the perception of others and what others think of us. 
But the Centurion, what he cared about what healing, and he knew he could find that 

through his faith in Jesus. Think about these things as you read this story.

1. What is one way that you judge other people based of your first impression 
of them? 

2. Who do you relate with most in this story? Why? 

3. What is one thing you can do this week to see the truth of someone who 
you may have judged based off your first impression? 



MISSION - DAY 6 

What has God been teaching you this week about how you 
play a part in His Redemption story? 

GRACE DAY 

Sometimes things happen during our week that prevent us 
from spending time with God the way we want to. There is 

absolutely grace for those moments, so take today to catch up 
on a missed reading, time for prayer, or resting in His grace. 










